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SUBJECT: ROMANIAN DISSIDENTS: BAPTISTS 

1 . SUMMARY. REPORTS INDICATE THAT ROMANIAN BAPTIST 
DISSIDENT IOSIF TON WAS ARRESTED EITHER APRIL 2 OR 3, 

INTERROGATED AT LENGTH AND IS CURRENTLY UNDER "HOUSE 
ARREST", POSSIBLY AWAITING TRIAL ON CHARGES OF PASSING 
DOCUMENTS ENDANGERING THE STATE SECURITY TO FOREIGN 
ORGANIZATIONS. I.E. RFE. SEVERAL OF HIS FOLLOWERS HAVE 

ALSO BEEN DETAINED AND PUT UNDER HOUSE ARREST. END SUMMARY. 

2. SEVERAL SOURCES, INCLUDING BBC JOURNALIST AND THIRD 
PARTY DIPLOMATIC REPORT FROM WIFE OF BAPTIST DISSIDENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUCHAR 02803 181214Z 

IOSIF TON, CONFIRM SUBSEQUENT REPORT OF TON'S ARREST RE- 
LATED APRIL 18 TO EMBOFF BY SEMINARY STUDENT WHO HAD 
SPOKEN TO TON APRIL 17. ACCORDING TO STUDENT, TON WAS 
ARRESTED IN IASI ON EITHER APRIL 2 OR 3 AND TAKEN TO 
BUCHAREST. ON APRIL 4 FIVE OTHER SIGNATORIES (NICOLESCU, 

POPESCU, CIOATA, CARAMEN AND DUMITRESCU) OF TON'S DOCUMENT 
"THE NEO-PROTESTANT RELIGIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN ROMANIA" 
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(BUCHAREST A-24, MARCH 3, 1977) WERE ALSO ARRESTED. ALL 
WERE INTERROGATED FOR NEXT 12-16 HOURS AND ASKED TO ADMIT 
CONTACT AND TREASONOUS INVOLVEMENT WITH FOREIGN CIRCLES. 
(COMMENT: ARRESTS APPEAR PRECIPITATED BY RFE APRIL 2 
BROADCAST OF ABOVE MENTIONED DOCUMENT. TON WAS REPORTEDLY 
ORDERED BY SECURITATE TO ATTEMPT TO HALT RFE BROADCAST 
OF DOCUMENT, AS WELL AS OF A LATER SCHEDULED BROADCAST 
OF ANOTHER OF HIS DOCUMENTS, "A CALL TO TRUTH” (BUCHAREST 
A229, MARCH 21. 1977)). 

3. ON APRIL 4 ALL WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES, 
ALTHOUGH THEY MUST REPORT DAILY TO THEIR LOCAL SECURITATE 
OFFICE. TON ALSO REPORTEDLY MET WITH INTERIOR MINISTER 
TEODOR COMAN WHO ACCUSED HIM OF DEINGRATING ROMANIA AND 
THREATENED TON AND THE OTHERS WITH TRIAL UNDER ARTICLES 
157 AND 167 OF ROMANIAN PENAL CODE. WE DO NOT KNOW IF 
THEY HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY ACTUALLY BEEN CHARGED, ALTHOUGH 
ONE REPORT INDICATES THIS IS THE CASE. (COMMENT: 

ARTICLE 157(2) DEALS WITH THE TRANSMISSION TO "A POWER 
OR FOREIGN ORGANIZATIONS OR THEIR AGENTS" OF DOCUMENTS 
OR DATA WHICH THROUGH THEIR CHARACTER OR IMPORTANCE 
ENDANGERS THE SECURITY OF THE STATE. IT IS PUNISHABLE 
BY 5 TO 15 YEARS IN PRISON. ARTICLE 167 DEALS WITH THE 
FORMATION OF ANY GROUP TO ACCOMPLISH THE ABOVE PURPOSE.) 

TON HAS ALSO HAD HIS PASTOR'S LICENSE WITHDRAWN BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTS. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PAVEL NICOLESCU, ALSO UNDER HOUSE 
ARREST, WAS ABLE TO CALL HIS WIFE'S SISTER IN WEST GERMANY 
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LAST WEEK. HE ASKED HER TO GET THE INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE ARRESTS TO EVANGELIST RICHARD WURMBRAND WITH A REQUEST 
THAT IT BE PUBLICIZED IN WEST. 

5. COMMENT: GIVEN CURRENT CLIMATE HERE, GOR MAY WELL 
ATTEMPT TO PUT TOGETHER A CASE, PERHAPS EVEN A PUBLIC ONE, 
WHICH WOULD LINK TON AND THE OTHER BAPTISTS WITH RFE. 

BARNES 
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